WEDDING CUESTS RLCENVED TRATT
I FABIIN SOC/IALISA
NSTEAD OF WEDDING CAXE,

TOON LVERYTH/NG

BOILLED OUT THE BABYS
REGARDING GERMS AND DIET  BOTTLE WITH CARBONATE
WITH TERRIBLE SER/OU SHESS.

Why THE TRAGEDY BEAUT

OF SOLA .

WoRrRRY SENT HER
INTO FITS OF
MELANCHOL/A

Not Accidental, but Suicidal, Said Grandson of
Poet Longfellow, of Drowning of His Frail, Little

English Wife.

HE tragedy beautiful” is the

phrase applied by Edmund

Trowbridge Dana, sturdy grand-

son of the great poet, Longfel-

low, to the strange and volun-
tary death of his ethical bride, Jessle
Holliday, the pretty little English paint-
er and socialist who drowned herself re-
cently im the waters off Nantucket be-
cause she felt she had made a failure of
her effort to bring up her yefr-old
son in a “free-thinking" and scientific
manner.

Like some weird story from the
gloomy pen of & Russian novelist, or like
a tale from the lives of the stoies of an-
clent Greece, is the “strange love affair,
the =trange marriage and honeymoon
and the tragic death of ‘the frail little
Englishwoman. The lives of these two
people, the bravery with which the wifa
went to her death, the stolcal calm, al-
most indifference, with which the hus-
band |dentified the body, proclaimed that
her death was not accidental, but inten-
tional, and then without & single custo-
mary funeral rite or ceremony, burled
the little woman in & plain pine coffin
fn & bleak cemetery—all these things are
far beyond the understanding and appre-
ciation of the workaday New Englander.
It all strikes these people with espeeial
force, for the Dana famlily is one of the
oldest and most prominent of New Eng-
land families,

To the hero of this strange romance of
love and ideals, the tragic ending is &
beautiful one. * That she was as magnifi-
cent in her tragic ending as she was as &
gocialist and advanced thinker in the
ideal life they both strove to lead, is his

. tearless tribute to her. They are these
fdeals, their “intellectual™ life and love,
the helief of hoth in suicide, and finally
the dismal burial of the “little socialist,”
as they called her., that the simple New
Englanders cannot understand.

No mourners save her husband-—out-
wardly unperturbed—went with the
body on its lgpt lonely journey. No serv-
ice, no word was spoken over It. And
when the last clod of earth struck upon
the coffin all that there was to tell the
gtory were these words scribbled upon a
tiny piece of broken slate by the hus-
band:

J. H. D. '84-'15.
JESSIE HOLLIDAY DANA.
Little Comrade.

Dana, the husband, placed the rude

stone there, scribbled the words. Then
he gathered wild flowers and strewed
them over the fresh mound, placed a
rough hewn stone at its foot, a red gera-
nium at its head. Jessie Holliday Dana
was at rest.
* Dana took full charge of the burial
He called the undertaker, waved aside
the offer of a hearse, preferring an ordl-
pary wagon, had the body placed In a
plain pine box, and himself, with only
the undertaker and an assistant, trun-
dled it off to the little cemetery. Mra.
Dana would not have wished any cere-
mony or elaborate funeral, he said. She
recelved none.

The Dana family, who had become
much attached to the “little soclalist,”
offerad a family lot in Mt. Auburn ceme-
tery, but it was refused by the husband.
When the ultimate resting place of the
fair young English girl is considered,
people in Nantucket shake thelr heads
and recall the circumstances of her
death.

They recall that Mrs. Dana left her
house at 7 o'clock in the morning for the
harbor, where she drowned herself. They
recall that her husband made no Inquiry
for her—did not appear to note her ab-
pence or seem alarmed. They remem-

bridge, before fifteen

wish to marry this woman?

E. T. D.—Yes.
J. H.—Yes.

tend to bri
ability and
Both—We do.

and wife.

Wedding Service Used
at the Danas’ Marriage

Performed June 15, 1912, in garden of Craigie House, Cam-
uests, at the noon hour, before Justice of the
Peace Edmund M. Parker, as civil officiator:

Magistrate—We are here to wi
between Edmund Trowbridge Dana and Jessie Holliday.
body present knows any reason why these persons cannot lawfully
be united in marriage let him now declare it.
Trowbridge Dana and Jessie Holliday, I require of you both that if
either of you know any impediment to your being lawfully married
you do now declare it. (Pause.) Edmund Trowbridge Dana, do you

Magistrate—Jessie Holliday,do you wish to marry this man?

Magistrate—Edmund Trowbridge Dana and Jessie Holliday,

do you intend to help and to.consider each other, and do you in-

up any children you may have to the best of your
or the welfare of the Human Race?

Magistrate—Will you then express your minds to each other?

E. T. D. (taking her hand)— I, Edmund Trowbridge Dana,
take you, Jessie Holliday, as my lawful wife, and promise faithfully
to fulfill towards you all the obligations arising from
state; and | hope so0 to live that you may never regret your choice;
as a symbol thereof I give you this ring (placing a double ringed
gold band on the third finger of her left hand).

J. H. (taking his hand)—I, Jessie Holliday, take you Edmund
Trowbridge Dana, as my lawful husband, and promise faithfully to
fulfill towards you all the obligations arising from the married state;
and | hope to be a true comrade and your helpmate; as a symbol
thereof | give you this ring (placing heavily
ring on the third finger of his left hand).

Magistrate—Since Jessie Holliday and Edmund Trowbridge
Dana have made the contract of marriage before me and these
witnesses, | now therefore, by virtue of the authority invested in me
by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, pronounce them husband

the contract of marriage
If any-

Edmund

(Pause.)

antique silver

bered that when word of her death was
brought to him at noon he received it
with perfect composure, even though he
admitted that Mrs. Dana had been suf-
fering for months with nervous prostra-
tion and that she threatened to kill her-
self.

Now, as they still shake their heads
and recall these facts, they believe that
Dana knew that his wife was going to
kill herself and that it was part of their
strange faith that he made no effort to
thwart her. They even shake their heads
and say that perhaps the burial had been
planned.

And true enough It is that that little
seagirt, storm-tossed community never
witnessed a stranger burial. It is doubt-
ful If American history records one so
strange. It was almost sinister.

When the husband went to identify
the body no tears filled his eyes; not a
quiver shook his frame. Calm, cool, im-
perturbable, he gazed upon it and read-
fly agreed with the medical examiner
that the drowning was suicidal. -

After the sauthorities were through
with the body he took it, but still he fe-
mained imperturbable. Offers by the local
clergy to officiate at the funeral service
were refused. The husband would do all,
he said. Like 2 man of stone Dana stood
and watched the undertaker and his as-
sistant lift the little form and place it
in the coffin, Like a man of stone he
stood by as the cover was put on and
nailed down. He helped the two men
luft it on thelr shoulders and carry it
outside to the waiting wagon.

A crowd of curious, silent, respectful

Mrs. Dana’s Views on
Marriage and Morality

“The limits of freedom allowed to a married pair are narrow

and stifling.”

“Some people seem to think that after the wedding day the
married man or woman must associate only with his or her co-victim.”

co-education and

“Only constant companionship
from earliest infancy right through life will do away with this old

bogey.”

“Such co-education must be supplemented by intelligent instruc-

tion in sex hygiene.”
;! of sex :

‘social evil’ has

obsequious
much by a certain sect of
“To leave your nswl

b

is at the of immorality.”

“’Q"“.f-"u dollar may be America’s most powerful god, but

people stood about, but Dana never no-
ticed them. 8till the man of stone, he
clambered laborfously to the seat beside
the undertaker and nodded a curt order
for the wagon to start. Two horses
pulled hard for a moment, four wheels
creaked on their fll-ofled axles, crunched
ominously as they sank deep in the
sandy road, and the journey to the ceme-
tery was begun.

At the cemetery Dana stood to one
side as the rude grave was prepared.
Again he helped the undertaker and his
assistant lift the pine box. Even while It
was lowered into the grave he remained
imperturbable and watched without a tear
as spadeful after spadeful of earth was
thrown over it. When the last spadeful
was thrown on it was then that he
scribbled the inscription on the piece of
slate.

This done, he walked into a field near
the burial ground where wild flowers
grew in profusion. He gathered an arm-
ful, returned and scattered them about
until they ocovered the fresh mound.
Then he placed a large rough stoné at
the foot and a red geranium at the top
and turned away.

80 ended the romance of Mrs. Dana.
Her whole life was one of romance, &
romance cold and drab. Bhe was the
daughter of Henry Holliday, of Harrow,
England, who is & wealthy mine owner.
She received every educational advan-
tage wealth could give. When still in her
teens she became Interested In soclal-
fsm. Earnest, keen, possessed of re-
markable intellect, she soon became
widely known among the more promi-
nent Socialists in London. Such men as

possessed with the hope that she might
become the leader of a mewer religion
than even the most radical members of
the Fabian society dreamed of. Bhe
might maintain a salon that
be the center of the whole intel-

meeting place of real

THREATENED SUICIDE BECAUSE
JHE FAILED AS A SCIENTIFIC

BABY RAISERS

OF JESSIE HOLLIDAY DANA By
HEL HUSBAND,

bride herself had written. Each of the
guests (nstead of recelving wedding cake
recelved tracts of Fabian socialism.

They remained In Cambridge for a
week after their marriage and then went
to Chicago, where they fasted. It was
the strangest honeymoon America had
seen. The bride fasted for thirty-two
days; the groom a few less. FPhysicians
~hove said that it was the-long fast whicl
weakened her physically and mnervously.
She sald It was necessary to purge her-
self of all the salted nuts, candies, ice
creams and other table luxuries she had
eaten.

When after the fast was broken no
filesh food touched the lips of efther. For
years they had been more than vege-
tarians and now they even went a step
beyond, hardly ever eating vegetables but
subsisting entirely upon fruits.

When the fasting honeymoon was over
they separated. He returned te Cam-
bridge and she to England. There was
much gossip about an estrangement, but
both vigorously denied that their ethical
marriage and honeymoon had developed
any rifts.

Soon after his wife's departure Dana
dropped completely from sight. No one
seemed to know what had become of him,
but he suddenly bobbed up one day as
a conductor on a Boston street car. He
considered it a good week when he
earned as much as $13. His father was
one of the wealthiest residents of Cam-
bridge.

Dana protested that In mo other way
except by actual work could he really
delve into the problems which he wished
to solve. Regardless of the comments of~
friends he continued in his post and
kept a diary which was later published
by a newspaper when Dana gave up his
street car job and sought experience as &
reporter. He worked at many occupa-
tions In turn. In the meantime his wife
had returned from England and they
both lived in a house adjoining the Dana
estate.

It was at this time that persons inti-
mately acquainted with them began to
see the first symptoms of the nervous dis-
order which eventually was to lead her
to take her life. She was frail and ever
since the birth of her baby she had not
been herself. Bhe took everything re-
garding germs and diet with terrible
seriousness. The sclentific bringing up of

would make It a big matter. Thie worry
sent her into fits o lancholia. She was
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—_—

L |
— o — .

DOCOWNED HERSELF I THE
WATERS OFF NANTUCHKET

Dana it was named, after George Bernard
Shaw. Instead of having him christened
or baptized, she dedicated her son to
mankind. Neither she nor her husband
accepted the Christian religion and in-
stead of using “the Father, Son and Holy
Ghost’” in the dedication, they dedlcated
him in “the name of the true, the right
and the beautiful, to the service of man-
kind." An important part of the cere-
mony read.

“May the spirit of Confucius, Gau-
tama and Christ, of Praxiteles, Vel-
asquez and Rodin, of Newton, Darwin
and Edison, of Socrates, Comte and
Nietzsche, of Beethoven, Wagner and
Richard Strauss, of Isalah, Bunyan and
Tolstoi, of Lincoln, Emmeline Pankhurst
and of your namesake Shaw, strengtnen
and guide you in the search for truth, in
the pursult of beauty, and in the path of
righteousness.”

“People have criticized us on the
ground that we are not going to teach

MRS. DANA’'S RULES
FOR THE IDEAL MAN

Must not smoke or drink.
Must be Socialist and suffragist,
Must be willing to have chib

dren.
Must be fruitarian and athletia,

Must wear simple clothes and
eat lLittle.

him religion, about ‘the God that everps
one knows,'" she sald. “We are going
to teach him all the various manifestas
tions of the one God, including tha
teachings of Jesus Christ, shorn of creed
and dogma.

“I belleve, with George Bernard Shaw,
that parents should never force the col=
fidence of their children. We shall treat
Shaw as we would any distinguished
guest, as we would treat President Wil-
son himself. Now we would never tell the
President that he must go to bed. We
believe that a child brought up to receive
courteasy will respond with the same
courtesy; and if a child so brought up,
and thoroughly healthy, does not want
to go to bed, we believe it means he does
not need to.

“The child must learn to live in so=
clety without wasting other people’s time.
I will always answer his questions, but
we will make a set of rules, he and I to-
gether, just as nations come to the inter.
national agreements. For (nstance he
will make a rule for\the way I have to
act in the nursery, which will be his own
part of the house. His father will make
the rule for how Bhaw will act in the
library, and I will make rules for the
dining-room."”

And it Is one of the sad ironies of the
whole affair that the child whose mother
s0o worried over his scientific bringing
up, over his physical, moral, ethical and
social well-being that she first brought
{llness upon herself and finally took her
own life, Is growing up Into a strong,
healthy, rosy-cheeked boy without the
care his mother gave him and without a
glimmering of the trfagedy he caused. A
year old this month he is living at the
Dana home In Cambridge. He is receiv-
ing all the care that the normal, ordinary
baby has—no more and no less—and he
is thriving under it. And as the wise
old housewives of Cambridge, who know
nothing of scientific upbringing of chil-
dren, see hir: playing happily about, thele
faces take on many puz:zling expressions.

HowSwissMobilize Army:;
Plan America May Adopt

HEN the United States decides
to reorganize its army and to
place it on a footing whereby
it ean be quickly made as
large as the army of any nation in the
world it will not be England, France,
Russis, or even Germany which will be

itary service to their country the same as
they do taxes.

The active army age begins at twenty
and ends at thirty-two.
the soldler passes to the landwehr,

landsturm. The length of time for
the school for recruits is as follows:

Infantry, sixty-five days; cavalry, nine-
ty days; artillery, seventy-five days; foot
artillery (fortifications), seventy - five
days; engineers, sixty-five days; sanitary
(hospital service), sixty days;
commissaria, sixty days.

After this training the men go home,
sach carrying his gun and equipment, un-
term of service expires, at the
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